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We are so excited to welcome your children into Year 2. We are looking forward to getting to know them all and learning lots whilst having lots of fun. This letter will outline a few things about this year, who to contact and your child’s login details to support learning at home.
Contacting teachers
Please email Mrs Juziuk on lilac@balliolschool.co.uk and Mrs Rizzo on holly@balliolschool.co.uk if you have any questions about anything. We also love to see photos of what your child gets up to at home!

Reading
Children will take home their reading book and reading record every day but this must be returned every morning to school as they will also read this in school. If you hear your child read at home, please sign in the reading record. If your child is on Accelerated Reader, has read their book twice and needs to do a quiz, please remind them to let an adult know in school and we will write their score in their reading record.

Maths
· TTRS is an online programme which supports children with learning their times tables. In Year 2, children are expected to know their 2s, 5s and 10 times tables by the end of the year to achieve their ‘Bronze’ certificate. Children should regularly practise these at home and we will monitor the use of this in school.
· https://play.ttrockstars.com/ttrs/dashboard
· Please see your child’s login and password on the inside of their reading record.

· Optional Numbots tasks will be available for the children to complete at home additionally to the homework set.
 
· www.numbots.com 
· Please see your child’s login and password on the inside of their reading record.
Snack
Children will be provided with a piece of fruit for their daily snack. They will have this during morning break and should not be bringing snacks in from home.

Water
Please provide your children with a named water bottle to bring into school daily.

PE

Holly and Lilac PE days are Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. 

Please ensure children come to school in their PE kits on these days. They will stay in these all day and will not be getting changed.

Please turn over!



[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic
Please see attached a knowledge organiser with lots of information on about our Autumn 1 topic, castles. Additional links and supporting activities can be found on the website.
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Spellings

Children are expected to know how to spell the Year 1 and Year 2 common exception words listed below, by the end of the year. 

Please support your child with learning these at home whilst we provide regular opportunities for them at school to practise them.
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Any problems, please get in touch with us on the class emails. Thank you! 
From Mrs Juziuk and Mrs Rizzo 
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A letter has arrived from Sir William the Brave! He needs us
to find out about castles for him. Who is he?

Year 2 — Autumn 1
Castles

We will explore pre-made castles from different materials and
evaluate which ones we think are the best and why,

We will design and create our own clay castles, exploring different
joining techniques and then we will evaluate them.

Express

Using everything we have learnt about castles and properties of
materials, we will investigate how the weight of a projectile
thrown at a castle wall, affects the damage dore. @)

Innovate

 Take one book Its your world
* Traditional Tales — Rapunzel by Sarah Gibb (settings, characters, description and
retelling the story)

* Writing non-chronological reports/care guides on how to care for a dragon based
on the books 7he £gg and 7ell Me a Dragon

* List Poems — vocabulary building and exploring a range of list poems to perform
and create our own

* Class Reader — The Boy Who Grew Dragons

[Maths:

* Starters on times tables (2, 5 and 10)

* Revisiting: number bonds and time (oclock)

 White Rose = Place Value Dev
 White Rose = Addition (+) and Subtraction () e 0
| Science:

* Materials (properties and suitability)

(Geography.

* Human and physical features

|+ Comparing Bedford castle to Egeskov castle in Denmark.

* Fieldwork — Questionnaire — Have you ever been to Bedford castle?

History:

[ Bartle of Hastings

* Roles of people in a castle

* Ordering timelines

RE:

* Unit 1.9 — How do we show care for others?
* Unit 1.9 - Why does it matter?

* Rising Stars — We are astronauts
PSHE:

* Jigsaw — Being me in my own world

 Indoors — Team building
* Outdoors - Fundamentals
(Music:

* Charanga — Blown Away
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